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Did your child come home with 7 geometric 
shapes and ask you if you could arrange 
them into a square?  Tangrams are ancient 
Chinese puzzles--and they can be quite a 
challenge!  Even after cutting the seven 
shapes from a six inch square themselves, 
arranging them back into that square took 
some persistence and spacial problem 
solving!  
 
Knowledge of the features of geometric 
shapes are essential as we progress into 
more complex calculations of perimeter and 
area.  We are now moving into figuring out 
the area and perimeter of shapes that are 
not rectangles and squares, requiring 
students to know how to split shapes and 
calculate the area of each piece separately. 
To help students keep perimeter and area 
straight we’ve been singing a song called 
Perimeter Around the Area by the 
Bazillions.  It’s a great song--you may want 
to check it out and sing along with your 
child! 
 
We continue to work on our dream houses 
where we have been applying our 
knowledge of area and perimeter.  We are 
working on letters to our Uncle Richard 
where we are trying to persuade him to loan 
us money so that we can build the house of 
our dreams!  
 
This week is Ability Awareness week in the 
Cardiff School District.  Students will have 
the opportunity to learn about life from the 
perspectives of those whose abilities are 
different from theirs.  We are delighted that 
Max’s dad will be coming into our classroom 
on Tuesday to share his experience as an 
amputee with our students.  At lunch time, 

students will also have the choice to try out 
wheelchair basketball and meet some mini 
horses!  Be sure to ask your child about 
their experiences throughout the week--and 
why it’s important to consider the 
experiences of others. 
 
We began our research on the American 
artist Mary Cassatt.  We really enjoyed her 
paintings of families and children and her 
usage of bright colors and bold shapes.

 
We read a book called Suzette and the 
Puppy by Joan Sweeney.  We loved 
learning about how this famous painting 
came into existence! 
 
We have been practicing our multiplication 
facts at school!!  There are lots of fun ways 
to do this.  We played Multiplication 
Squares with dice and had a great time! 

 

Fight for the things that you care about, but do it in a way that will lead others to join you.  
Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
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